5" Annual Child Abuse Prevention Conference




On behalf of the Louisiana Children’s Trust Fund, it is my great pleasure to welcome you to
the 5th Annual Child Abuse Prevention Conference. We are honored to have you join us

for this important gathering of professionals, advocates, educators, and community leaders
who share a common commitment: protecting children and strengthening families across our
state.

This conference represents more than a series of sessions—it is a collective movement
toward prevention, awareness, and action. Each of you bring valuable experience, insight,
and passion to this initiative. By coming together, we create a space to learn from one
another, explore innovative strategies, and reinforce the vital partnerships that make
prevention possible.

Child abuse prevention requires vigilance, compassion, and collaboration. It demands that we
not only respond to harm, but that we work proactively to build environments where children
are safe, supported, and able to thrive. The Louisiana Children’s Trust Fund remains dedicated
to advancing these efforts through education, advocacy, and community engagement—and
your presence here strengthens that mission.

Thank you for your unwavering commitment to Louisiana’s children and families. Together, we
can continue to make a meaningful difference.

Warm Regards,

& -

Ursula Anderson
Executive Director
Louisiana Children’s Trust Fund
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Welcome to the 2026 Louisiana Children’s Trust Fund
Child Abuse Prevention Conference. | continue to be
amazed at the level of commitment of LCTF partners
in working to prevent child abuse in Louisiana. Your
contributions are valuable and your participation is
vital in furthering LCTF goal of building strong . {.,,,,,-m,,,-‘,,,s L Y
communities through collaboration, nurturing and the @ your participation is vital in

furmering LCTF g.«m.l' .-:-f huﬁdr'ug
assessment of needs so that solutions can be found. strong communities....”

This year’s theme for the 5" Annual Louisiana Children’s Trust Fund Child
Abuse Prevention Conference is, Hope Grows Here: Cultivating
Protective Factors for Safe and Thriving Families and it is referring to you
as an essential stakeholder who impacts and make positive change in the
lives of children and families every day.

The Louisiana Children’s Trust Fund continues to be committed to the
work in Louisiana to lead prevention efforts. We hope that the
information provided to you during this year’s conference is insightful
and useful.

Again, thank you. With best regards,

Franchesca L. Hamilton-Acker
Board Chair, 2026
Louisiana Children’s Trust Fund



Dear Colleagues and Partners,

Welcome to the Child Abuse Prevention Conference. It is a privilege to gather with so many
dedicated individuals for this impactful conference organized by the Louisiana Children’s Trust
Fund, whose mission to prevent child abuse and neglect is vital to the future of our state and
reflects our shared commitment to protecting children and strengthening the families that are
the foundation of our communities.

As Director of Children’s Programs and Executive Director of the Children’s Cabinet, I believe
strongly that the well-being of our children begins in strong, supported families and is reinforced
by engaged communities, faith-based partners, and responsible leadership. Prevention is most
effective when we empower parents, uphold accountability, and work together to ensure

children grow up in safe, stable, and nurturing environments.

This conference provides an opportunity to share practical solutions, highlight proven
approaches, and reinforce the values that guide our work-personal responsibility, community
involvement, and a commitment to protecting the most vulnerable among us. By working
collaboratively across agencies and organizations, we can promote stability, strengthen families,
and prevent harm before it occurs.

Thank you for your dedication to this important mission. Your work makes a lasting difference in
the lives of children across our state. I encourage you to take full advantage of this time together
to learn, connect, and return to your communities equipped to make an even greater impact.

Sincerely,

Jolie V. Williamson
Director of Children’s Programs
Executive Director, Children’s Cabinet
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Agenda

Approved for 5 hours CLE/CEU

9:00 am - 9:15 am

Welcome and Greetings
Ursula Anderson, LCTF Executive Director
Franchesca Hamilton-Acker, LCTF Board Chair

9:15-10:15 am

Keynote 1: Rooted in Hope: Harnessing the Power of Protective Factors to
Prevent Child Abuse and Neglect
LaTasha C. Watts, The Purple Project

10:15-10:30 am

Break

10:30-11:30 am
Breakouts

1.Rooted in Kinship: Strengthening Supports for Grandfamilies and Kinship
Caregivers - Jaia Lent, Generations United

2.Building the Foundation: How Early Brain Development and Nurturing
Relationships Grow Resilient Children

- Dr. Sebastian Del Corral Winder, LSUHSC

3.Protecting Children in the Digital Age: Understanding and Preventing
Online Child Abuse in Louisiana - Special Agent Sarah L. Miller, LBI and Matthew
Ashley, Special Agent

11:30 am - 12:45 pm

Lunch and Networking

4. The System Responded. The Trauma Remained. - Using TBRI® to Break the
Cycle - Lucinda Miles, TBRI® Program Director, Volunteers for Youth Justice

12:45-1:45 pm 5. Raising Kids in the Age of Al: Navigating Social Media, Technology, and the
Breakouts Digital Landscape to Keep Children Safe and Thriving- Jamie Nunez, Common
Sense Media
6. From Survival to Felt Safety: Applying Attachment Theory in Trauma
Recovery -Thomas Mitchell, LPC-S, NCC and Stacey Faulkner, LPC-S, NCC
1:45-2:05 pm Break
7. Growing Hope: Youth Suicide Prevention Through Protective Factors and
2:05 - 3:05 pm Connection - Sherrad Crespo, LCSW, VIA L1r_1k 211 _ _
Breakout 8. Future Impact: What Can We All Do Differently? — Voices of Lived
reakouts Experience in Foster Care - What Can We All Do Differently? Youth Voices -
Keondra Scott, Breayana Bradley, and Holly Kimble
9. Louisiana CARE Network - Breanna Spriggs, LPC-S, Louisiana CARE Network
Keynote 2 - Protecting Children Now for Future Families - Building
3:20-4:20 pm Community Protective Factors

4:20pm - 4:30pm

Stacie LeBlanc, MEd, JD, The UP Institute
Closing Comments and Door Prizes

Keynotes and Lunch are in Salon ABC




LaTasha Watts
The Purple Project

Rooted in Hope: Harnessing the Power of
Protective Factors to Prevent Child Abuse and Neglect

Hope is not wishful thinking - it is a practice, a presence, and a protective force. In this opening
keynote, we invite participants to explore the transformative relationship between hope and
protective factors that form the foundation of safe, stable, and nurturing families. Drawing on
research, lived wisdom, and the rich soil of community, this session reframes child abuse
prevention not as a response to crisis, but as the intentional cultivation of conditions where
families can take root and thrive. From the strength found in social connections to the resilience
that grows through knowledge and concrete support, participants will leave grounded in a
shared vision — and equipped with the conviction that where hope grows, harm recedes. This is
your invitation to tend the garden.

Learning Objectives:

« Articulate the connection between hope as a practice and the five protective factors framework as a
foundation for child abuse and neglect prevention.

« ldentify at least three ways protective factors — including parental resilience, social connections,
and knowledge of parenting and child development — are actively cultivated within families and
communities.

» Recognize the role of prevention-focused professionals, caregivers, and community members in
creating the conditions where families feel seen, supported, and strengthened.

LT




CLOSING KEYNOTE

Stacie LeBlanc, MEd, JD
The UP Institute

No Hit Zones: Growing a Culture of Hope
One Space ata Time

Hope grows where children are safe — and safety begins with the environments we intentionally
create. In this engaging and research-grounded session, nationally recognized child advocate
Stacie LeBlanc, MEd, JD brings one of the most promising and practical child abuse prevention
strategies in the country directly to Louisiana practitioners, families, and community leaders: No
Hit Zones.

No Hit Zones promote safe, violence-free environments for children in hospitals, agencies, and
communities and represent a proven, research-based approach to preventing child abuse. APSAC
at their core, No Hit Zones are about more than policy - they are about shifting the social norms
that have long normalized physical punishment as an acceptable response to children’s behavior.
Corporal punishment is the most prevalent risk factor for child physical abuse, and yet it remains
deeply embedded in homes, schools, and institutions across our state and nation.

Drawing on more than 25 years of experience as a child abuse prosecutor, children's advocacy
center leader, and co-founder of The UP Institute, Stacie LeBlanc makes the case — with clarity,
compassion, and compelling evidence — that creating No Hit Zones is one of the most accessible,
low-cost, and high-impact tools available to anyone committed to building protective factors for
children and families. Participants will leave not only understanding the why behind No Hit
Zones but equipped with the how — ready to plant seeds of nonviolence in every zone they
occupy.

Learning Objectives:

» Understand the Research Behind the Risk — Participants will be able to describe the documented harms of
corporal punishment, explain why it is identified as the most prevalent risk factor for child physical abuse,
and articulate the connection between physical discipline norms and adverse childhood experiences (ACES)
in Louisiana families and communities.

» Define and Implement a No Hit Zone — Participants will be able to explain what a No Hit Zone is, identify
the key components of a successful No Hit Zone policy, and outline the steps needed to implement a No Hit
Zone within their own organization, agency, school, faith community, or service environment.

o Communicate with Confidence and Without Judgment — Participants will be able to apply culturally
responsive, nonjudgmental communication strategies for discussing the harms of physical discipline with
families, colleagues, and community members — building trust, reducing resistance, and advancing a shared
vision of safe, thriving children across Louisiana.



BREAKOUT SESSIONS

10:30am-11:30am Breakouts

Session 1: Rooted in Kinship: Strengthening Supports for Grandfamilies and Kinship Caregivers
Jaia Lent, Deputy Executive Director at Generations United SALON D

When parents are unable to care for their children, grandparents, aunts, uncles, siblings, and other family members step in —
often without warning, without resources, and without a roadmap. These grandfamilies and kinship caregivers are a powerful
protective factor in the lives of vulnerable children, yet they frequently navigate complex systems largely on their own. This
session, led by Jaia Lent of Generations United, will explore the landscape of kinship care in Louisiana and across the nation,
highlighting promising practices, policy levers, and community-based strategies that strengthen the support networks around
kinship families. Participants will leave with a deeper understanding of how intentional, coordinated support for grandfamilies
cultivates the safety, stability, and hope that children need to thrive.

Session 2: Building the Foundation: How Early Brain Development and Nurturing Relationships Grow

Resilient Children SALON E

Sebastian Del Corral Winder, PsyD

The most powerful child abuse prevention tool we have may not be a program or a policy — it may be a relationship. This
session will bring the science of early brain development to life, helping child welfare professionals, caregivers, and
community members understand why the earliest years of a child's life are both formative and quite vulnerable.

This session will explore how the architecture of the brain is built from the ground up — shaped by genetics, environment, and
above all, the quality of relationships a child experiences in their earliest years. Participants will discover how serve-and-return
interactions, consistent caregiving, and emotionally safe environments wire a child's brain for learning, self-regulation, and
healthy development — and how toxic stress, trauma, and neglect can disrupt that process in lasting ways.

Session 3: Protecting Children in the Digital Age: Understanding and Preventing Online Child Abuse in
Louisiana
Sarah L. Miller, Special Agent, LBI and Matthew Ashley, Special Agent SALON F

In a world where children are growing up connected, the internet provides both an opportunity to access knowledge and an
environment with serious risk. In this session we will look at the realities of online child abuse in Louisiana — and provide
participants with knowledge, and tools to increase awareness to recognize risks, threats and techniques to respond effectively
while keeping children safe in digital age.

From online predators and grooming tactics to child sexual abuse material (CSAM), sextortion, and the exploitation of social
media platforms, we will bring the frontline law enforcement perspective to one of the most urgent child protection issues.
Participants will gain a clear understanding of how cybercriminals target children and adolescents online, how the Louisiana
Attorney General's Cyber Crimes Unit investigates and prosecutes these offenses. Educators, caregivers, child welfare
professionals, and community members can serve as a critical first line of defense.

Hope grows here — even online — when communities are informed, connected, and committed to keeping children safe.



BREAKOUT SESSIONS

11:30am-12:45pm Lunch & Networking
12:45pm-1:45pm Breakouts

Session 4: The System Responded. The Trauma Remained. Using TBRI® to Break the Cycle
Lucinda Miles, TBRI® Program Director, Volunteers for Youth Justice SALON D

Ten years ago, while serving as a CASA volunteer, the presenter sat across from three children removed from their home due to
abuse and neglect. Today, as a TBRI® Practitioner, she trains the young boy who once sat on that sofa—now incarcerated in
the juvenile unit at the Caddo Correctional Center—and she also trains the father, the offender, in the adult unit. The cycle did
not bend. It repeated. The system responded. The trauma remained. Inside correctional walls, she hears the same statement
repeatedly: “I really believe if my family would have learned TBRI, | wouldn’t be in jail today!” This session confronts what
that statement means for prevention. TBRI®, developed at Texas Christian University through the Karyn Purvis Institute of
Child Development, provides a research-based framework for understanding how trauma reshapes the developing brain and
how dysregulation becomes behavior, system involvement, and, too often, incarceration. When we respond with punishment
instead of regulation, patterns deepen. When we intervene relationally, patterns can be disrupted. This session challenges
participants to rethink prevention—not as a program, but as a relational intervention powerful enough to break generational
trauma before it reaches the courtroom or the jail.

Session 5: Raising Kids in the Age of Al: Navigating Social Media, Technology, and the Digital Landscape
to Keep Children Safe and Thriving
Jamie Nunez, Common Sense Media SALON E

Artificial intelligence is no longer a concept of the future — it is already shaping the world our children live in today. From
algorithmic social media feeds designed to capture and hold young attention, to Al-generated content that blurs the line
between real and fabricated, the digital landscape presents both extraordinary opportunity and extraordinary risk for the
children and families we are committed to protecting.

In this forward-thinking and highly relevant session, Jamie Nunez of Common Sense Media — the nation's most trusted
resource for families and educators navigating media and technology — guides participants through a clear-eyed, research-
grounded exploration of how artificial intelligence and social media intersect with child safety, healthy development, and the
cultivation of protective factors for Louisiana's children and families.

This session examines how Al-driven platforms influence children's self-image, mental health, and relationships — and how
predatory actors increasingly leverage technology to target, manipulate, and exploit young people. Equally important, it
explores the power of awareness, digital literacy, and intentional adult engagement as protective forces. When caregivers,
educators, child welfare professionals, and community members understand the digital world children inhabit, they become
better equipped to build the connections, boundaries, and conversations that keep children safe.

Grounded in the conference theme of Hope Grows Here, this session affirms that prevention takes root not just in our homes
and classrooms, but in our screens and feeds — and that informed, connected adults are among the most powerful protective
factors available to the children in our care. Because when communities understand the technology shaping young lives,
resilience can grow anywhere — even online.



BREAKOUT SESSIONS

12:45pm-1:45pm Breakouts Continued

Session 6: From Survival to Felt Safety: Applying Attachment Theory in Trauma Recovery
Thomas Mitchell, LPC-S, NCC and Stacy Faulkner, LPC-S, NCC SALON F

Children who experience abuse, neglect, and relational trauma often operate in a chronic survival state, where the central
nervous system prioritizes self-protection over connection. This presentation explores the clinical implications of Attachment
Theory in trauma treatment and examines how disrupted attachment patterns shapes behavior, emotional regulation, and the
development of trust in relationships. Participants will learn how trauma alters neurobiological stress systems and why many
traditional behavior-based interventions fail with highly traumatized children. Drawing from principles of leading attachment
therapy modalities, this session will provide practical strategies for helping children move from survival-based responses
toward experiences of safety, regulation, and trust. Attendees will leave with pragmatic tools for restoring felt safety and
strengthening therapeutic and caregiving relationships.

2:05pm-3:05pm Breakouts

Session 7: Growing Hope: Youth Suicide Prevention Through Protective Factors and Connection

Sherrard Crespo, LCSW SALON D

Youth suicide is a growing public health concern that intersects with child abuse prevention, trauma exposure, and family
stress. This session explores how strengthening protective factors—such as nurturing relationships, social connectedness,
emotional competence, and family resilience—can reduce suicide risk and promote hope among youth. Participants will
examine key risk factors associated with youth suicide, including adverse childhood experiences, social isolation, bullying,
family conflict, and unmet behavioral health needs. The session will highlight trauma-informed and prevention-focused
strategies that build belonging, protective relationships, and community support systems.

Session 8: Future Impact: What Can We All Do Differently? — Voices of Lived Experience in Foster Care
Keondra Scott, Breayana Bradley, and Holly Kimble SALON E

Young adults with lived experience in foster care bring invaluable insight into what truly strengthens children and families. In
this engaging and reflective panel discussion, young leaders will share their experiences navigating the child welfare system
and offer practical guidance on how professionals, caregivers, policymakers, and communities can better cultivate protective
factors that promote stability, belonging, and long-term well-being. This session centers lived experience as expertise.
Panelists will reflect on the relationships, supports, and opportunities that made a difference—and where systems fell short.
Participants will explore how intentional connection, trauma-informed practices, and youth partnership can shift outcomes
from survival to thriving.



BREAKOUT SESSIONS

2:05pm-3:05pm Breakouts Continued

Session 9: Louisiana Childhood Adversity Resilience Education (CARE) Network
Breanna M. Spriggs, LPC-S SALON F

Adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) are common and can have lasting effects on health and well-being. This session will
define ACEs and explore their prevalence in our communities. The session will also highlight the impacts of trauma, in
addition to practical strategies for building resilience to prevent adversity and lessen the impacts of trauma. Finally, the session
will introduce the process of becoming a certified LA CARE Network Educator to spread knowledge and awareness within your
community.
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Special Agent Matthew Ashley

Special Agent (SA) Matthew Ashley has worked at the Louisiana Bureau of Investigation in the Cyber Crimes Unit for
approximately one year. Prior to working for the Louisiana Bureau of Investigation, SA Ashley was employed at the Lafayette
Parish Sheriff’s Office and served in multiple roles to include corrections deputy, patrol deputy, and juvenile detective.

Breayana Bradley

Bree serves as Vice President of the Louisiana Elite Advocacy Force (LEAF) for the 2024—2026 term, bringing over eight years
of dedicated board leadership since 2017. Having a strong background in governmental affairs across both the state of
Louisiana and the city of New Orleans, she champions youth advocacy and policy reform. As Chair of the Placement Stability
Workgroup, she leads efforts to improve outcomes for youth in and out care emphasizing collaboration, equity, and systemic
change. Her expertise and passion make her a driving force in LEAF’s mission to empower young leaders and strengthen
community connections statewide and nationally.

Sherrard Crespo, LCSW

Sherrard Crespo is a licensed clinical social worker (LCSW) who obtained her master’s degree in social work from Louisiana
State University in 2017. Her professional background is highlighted by her work with suicide education, prevention,
intervention, and postvention. Sherrard is currently employed with VIA LINK in the position of Vice President of External
Affairs where her current duties include clinical oversight of VIA LINK's 24/7 contact center, community outreach and
education on VIA LINK services as well as specialized skills and information on suicide response, crisis intervention, grief, and
trauma. Sherrard also facilitates VIA LINK’s support group: Survivors of Suicide Loss. She also serves as Director of Prevent
Child Abuse Louisiana (PCAL), Louisiana’s chapter of Prevent Child Abuse America in which her current focus includes
education and advocacy for the community and professionals to support Louisiana families and prevent child abuse.



Sebastian Del Corral Winder, PsyD

Dr. Sebastian Del Corral Winder is a Clinical Psychologist and Assistant Professor at the Louisiana State University Health
Sciences Center in New Orleans. Dr. Del Corral Winder provides services in Spanish and English, is rostered as a CPP
provider, and is certified in Infant Mental Health and Relationship-Based treatments.

Dr. Del Corral primarily works with young children and families involved with the foster care system. Dr. Del Corral
collaborates with several colleagues working with the Child Welfare in Southeastern Louisiana and is part of several national
and regional committees focused on addressing racial and ethnic disparities and inequity in Child Welfare. Dr. Del Corral also
provides supervision for mental health clinicians in training and serves in several roles to advance infant mental health
education.

Stacy Faulkner, LPC-S, NCC

Stacy is currently serving as the Clinical Director at Hope House CAC. She is a TF-CBT (Trauma Focused Cognitive Behavioral
Therapy) Certified Therapist, accredited in Triple P and Positive Discipline, and trained in Trust-Based Relational
Interventions. Stacy earned a BAS in Psychology and MA degree in Counseling, both from Dallas Baptist University. Her
primary focus over the past decade has been in trauma-work with children and adolescents and their supportive caregivers.
Originally from Nashville, Stacy now lives in New Orleans with her husband and a very spoiled basset hound.

Holly Kimble

Enthusiastic about creating spaces where young people feel heard and respected. Holly Kimble brings a thoughtful and
grounded perspective to every conversation. They are committed to continued growth and to contributing to meaningful
dialogue that supports positive change.

LeBlanc, Stacie, MEd, JD

Stacie Schrieffer LeBlanc, JD, Med is a life-long child advocate. She is President Emeritus of the American Professional
Society on the Abuse of Children (APSAC), the co-founder of The UP Institute, the Executive Director of Up for Champions,
and a CAST instructor at Tulane University.

She has master’s degree in early childhood development and a law degree from Loyola Law School. Stacie has been working in
the child maltreatment field for more than 33 years and spent first 10 years leading a child abuse felony prosecution program
that reached a 94% conviction rate. She also worked for Children’s Hospital New Orleans for 19 years, providing legal
advocacy and community education, and led the Audrey Hepburn Children at Risk Evaluation (CARE) Center and the New
Orleans Children’s Advocacy Center.

Stacie has been instrumental in passing many legislative amendments for the protection of children, designs and evaluates
prevention programs, and provides training at the local, national, and international levels. She has published numerous
articles, written five books and has been recognized for 11 successful legislative amendments by being named the Champion
for Children for Policy and Legislation by Prevent Child Abuse Louisiana. She has received a Victims and Citizens Against
Crime Lifetime Achievement Award, the FBI Directors and Community Leadership Award, Outstanding Prosecutor Award,
City Business' Health Care Hero Award, APSAC outstanding service.

In 2022 Stacie received the advocate of the year award from the American Psychology Association Section on Children for her
dedication and success advancing No Hit Zones as an effective tool to reduce a key risk factor of child abuse. She has created
and evaluated multiple prevention programs including Teens, Sex, and The Law, Dear Parents, Painless Parenting and a child
welfare curriculum. Stacie also chairs the National No Hit Zone Committee, which is currently tracking the rapid growth of
organizational No-Hit Zones.



Jaia Lent, Deputy Executive Director at Generations United

As Deputy Executive Director, Jaia assists the executive director with leadership, management, policy, fundraising, and
operational matters. She oversees Generations United’s public policy work and the National Center on Grandfamilies, a
leading voice for families headed by grandparents or other relatives. She is a respected media resource and a trusted voice on
Capitol Hill about issues related to grandfamilies and intergenerational cohesion. She has testified before the U.S. Senate
Special Committee on Aging and served as cochair of the federal Advisory Council to Support Grandparents Raising
Grandchildren. She has been named one of the Top 50 Influencers in Aging by Next Avenue. Under her leadership, legislation
has passed to promote intergenerational programming and support grandfamilies in areas ranging from housing to family
caregiving to child welfare. Lent holds an MSW from Syracuse University.

Lucinda Miles, TBRI® Program Director, Volunteers for Youth Justice

Lucinda is the TBRI® Director of Outreach, Training, & Systemic Impact for Volunteers for Youth Justice, serving children,
families, and justice-involved individuals since 2013. A TBRI® (Trust-Based Relational Intervention) Practitioner, Certified
Life Coach, and author of Disciple of Joy: An Interactive Spiritual Journal, she brings expertise, heart, and practical strategies
to create lasting transformation.

Lucinda’s early work at Caddo Parish Juvenile Court included training caregivers, designing the sensory-rich Calming
Studio©, and empowering children through TBRI®-informed care. Today, she leads the development of TBRI® curriculum
tailored for correctional facilities, bringing trauma-focused awareness and hope to incarcerated individuals, helping them
experience healing and personal growth.

A 2020 Blue Cross Blue Shield Angel Award recipient, Lucinda is also the proud handler of Sasha, the ‘Emotional Support
Puppy, who spreads daily joy to foster children. She believes that creating quiet, peaceful spaces—both internally and
externally—can ignite transformation and healing in every environment.

Sarah L. Miller, Special Agent, LBI

Special Agent (SA) Sarah Miller has worked at the Louisiana Bureau of Investigation in the Cyber Crimes Unit for
approximately two years. Prior to working for the Louisiana Bureau of Investigation, SA Miller was employed at the Lafayette
Parish Sheriff’s Office and served in multiple roles to include corrections deputy, patrol deputy, juvenile detective, and patrol
staff sergeant.

Thomas Mitchell, LPC-S, NCC

Thomas Mitchell, LPC-S, NCC, serves as the Executive Director of the Children’s Advocacy Center - Hope House in Covington.
He earned a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and a Master of Arts in Psychological Counseling from Nicholls State University.
Thomas began his career in the Children’s Advocacy Center movement at the Carl Perkins Centers, where he served as a
Clinical Therapist and later became the Director of Clinical Services, overseeing trauma therapy across 16 Children’s Advocacy
Centers in West Tennessee. In 2017, he relocated to the Northshore to lead CAC Hope House as Executive Director. Thomas
holds board certification in Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy and is certified in Trust-Based Relational
Interventions® as both a Practitioner and Educator.

Thomas serves as a member of the Board of Trustees for Our Lady of the Angels Hospital. Over the past six years, he has also
served on the Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement’s Victim Services Advisory Board. He is a former board president of
both the Louisiana Alliance of Children’s Advocacy Centers and the Exchange Club of West St. Tammany. An annual guest
lecturer at Nicholls State University, Thomas provides advanced training on the neurological impact of complex developmental
trauma, and his work has been featured in APSAC’s Advanced Learning Series in Brooklyn, NY. He is a member of the
Louisiana Counseling Association and the American Professional Society on the Abuse of Children, with research interests that
include normative conformity, complex developmental trauma, and the neurological effects of trauma. Thomas resides in
Mandeville with his wife, Sayuri, and their three children: Zoe, Emma, and Owen.



Jamie Nunez, Common Sense Media

Jamie Nunez, Senior Director of Outreach and Learning at Common Sense Media, supports school districts and state
education agencies across the country in integrating practical digital literacy skills into classrooms. With over 25 years of
experience in education, as a classroom teacher, school administrator, and executive at an education nonprofit, he brings a
deep understanding of both the challenges and opportunities that technology presents for students and families. Jamie is a
frequent consultant, speaker, and contributor on education technology issues, leading professional learning for educators. He
is passionate about simplifying tech use and addressing digital misuses to help schools create engaging learning environments.

Keondra Scott

Keondra is a dedicated Peer Support Specialist with the Louisiana Elite Advocacy Force (LEAF), based in Alexandria,
Louisiana. With lived experience and a strong commitment to youth advocacy, she works to empower young people—
particularly those with experience in foster care—by providing guidance, support, and a voice in systems that impact their
lives. She is passionate about promoting stability, self-sufficiency, and well-being for youth and young adults across the state.
Through her role, she actively contributes to initiatives that elevate youth’s voice, strengthen community partnerships, and
improve outcomes within Louisiana’s child welfare system. She is honored to participate in the Louisiana Children’s Trust
Fund Annual Child Abuse Prevention Conference and to support efforts that bring awareness, prevention, and meaningful
change to families and communities.

Breanna M. Spriggs, LPC-S

Breanna M. Spriggs is a licensed professional counselor supervisor, author, and Clinical Director at The Family Tree
Information, Education & Counseling Center. With over a decade of experience, she equips individuals, couples, and families
with practical tools for emotional healing and healthy relationships. Breanna is clinically trained in evidence-based modalities
including EMDR, PCIT, and Youth PTSD Treatment, and is the author of The Church That Heals. The purpose of the book was
to give ministries strategy to cultivate emotionally safe, Christ-centered environments where people can truly heal.In her work,
Breanna is passionate about helping individuals to walk through their personal healing journeys and to cultivate healthy
relationships.

LaTasha C. Watts

LaTasha C. Watts is an award-winning child advocate, multi-industry entrepreneur, speaker, and author of I'm Not Broken,
Just a Little Twisted. She was recognized by the White House as a changemaker through former First Lady Michelle Obama’s
United State of Women initiative for her dedication to addressing the needs of young women and her continuous commitment
to creating change within foster care and adoption communities.

With more than 20 years of experience, LaTasha is a certified facilitator, independent living coordinator, and curriculum
specialist who has worked extensively with youth, families, and professionals across diverse child welfare settings.

She is the Founder and Executive Director of The Purple Project, an organization committed to improving stability and
outcomes for current and former foster youth. She also serves as Principal Partner at Cummings Watts & Associates, a national
child welfare consulting and training firm.

LaTasha’s work is deeply rooted in lived experience. Having navigated the foster care system, endured significant trauma, and
survived a battle with cancer that literally left her unable to speak, despite those adversities, she has maintained a
determination to make a positive impact for young women and to create systemic change that transforms the lives of others.
Her work has earned numerous honors, including state and congressional proclamations. She has worked on multiple
nationwide charity campaigns, been featured in textbooks, newspapers, and magazines, and consulted on movie sets, including
a feature film for the Lifetime Movie Network. Her story and expertise have been highlighted on platforms such as The Tamron
Hall Show, ABC’s 20/20, The Mel Robbins Show, and various local and national media outlets.

Today, LaTasha travels all over the country, educating others and delivering powerful, transformative messages that create a
lasting impact and inspire both community and global change.
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	This conference represents more than a series of sessions—it is a collective movement  toward prevention, awareness, and action. Each of you bring valuable experience, insight,  and passion to this initiative. By coming together, we create a space to learn from one  another, explore innovative strategies, and reinforce the vital partnerships that make  prevention possible.
	Child abuse prevention requires vigilance, compassion, and collaboration. It demands that we  not only respond to harm, but that we work proactively to build environments where children  are safe, supported, and able to thrive. The Louisiana Children’s Trust Fund remains dedicated  to advancing these efforts through education, advocacy, and community engagement—and your presence here strengthens that mission.

